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Dear Friends,
On October 9, I will be riding with Lance Armstrong to raise money for cancer research.  
I was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia, a cancer of the immune system, on June 21st. I have ridden for Multiple Sclerosis in DC since about 1988, but will be riding for cancer for the first time ….. the first time of MANY cancer charity rides in my future.
Many of you have been keeping up with my progress through the fantastic help of my friend, Todd Boss, via his website www.bossconsulting.com/curt. I sincerely appreciate all the kind visits, letters, emails, gifts, etc. that I have been given to me during this past 2.5 months.  I can say in all sincerity that these have been priceless in helping my morale, especially all the visits and calls while I spent 42 days in the hospital. 
I have read a lot about progress in cancer research and much of it is beginning to finally get at treatments which target just the cancerous cells and not the entire body. Leukemia also has similar treatments, one of which I hope to get very soon in Seattle, which give a reduced amount of chemotherapy/radiation to the entire body and an increased amount of targeted destruction to just the cancer cells. So progress is truly happening. 

I realize everyone gets a lot of solicitations, but please consider donating to this cause.

I feel somewhat emotionally tied to the Lance Armstrong Foundation (LAF) for many reasons including:
· I’ve ridden road bikes for about 15 years for charity and fun

· Lance’s 2 books were a tremendous inspiration while I was in the hospital

· Lance’s poster was on my hospital wall (given by my friends Chip and Barb)

· I followed the Lance and the Tour de France while in the hospital

· I received a Tour de France official bike jersey in the hospital from my friend Greg

· I recently received a copy of the recent Sports Illustrated magazine signed by Lance himself (solicited and framed by my friend Greg)

· 10 of my friends contributed a significant amount of money to the LAF
100% of your donation goes to the Lance Armstrong Foundation and supports cancer research. All donations are tax deductible.
You can donate on-line at the following web address:

https://secure.laf.org/Donations/TOH_Donate_amount.cfm?sid=200225694 

(Or if that address is too daunting, go to www.tourofhope.org and click on Support a Rider.  Use number 200225694.) 
Donations via credit card are preferred, but donations can also be made by check made out to “LAF – Tour of Hope”.  Please include my rider number 200225694 on your check.  You can send your check to:


Lance Armstrong Foundation – Tour of Hope
Lock Box 37
San Antonio, TX 78291
To find out more about the Tour of Hope, go to www.tourofhope.org.

Thank you for your support for cancer research.

Curt Rettke












