
Browse Notes

Subscribe

Report

by HEAD Penn Racquetball on Tuesday, May 24, 2011 at 7:53pm

Jack Huczek Retires From Racquetball

Jack Huczek Retires From Racquetball 

 

The sport’s most decorated player moves on to dominate the telecommunications industry 

  

Fullerton, Calif. – May 24, 2011 – Team HEAD/Penn’s Jack Huczek today officially announced

his retirement from the sport of racquetball. He leaves a legacy stretching from his days on the

junior circuit to his reign at the top of the professional rankings that may never be met again. Little

did his mother know when placing Jack’s first racquet in his hand at their home club in Michigan

more than 25 years ago that his career would amass 22 World Championships and 42 National

Championships. Once becoming a full-time player on the International Racquetball Tour in 2000,

Jack’s professional career would see him reach the finals in more than half of the events he

entered.

 

While earning accolades on the court the past few seasons, Huczek was also earning grades in the

classroom towards a Masters of Business Administration (MBA) degree from Oakland University.

Jack’s degree will be put into play as he serves into a career in the telecommunications industry

working as an Account Manager for Ericsson. Jack, his wife Christie and the couple’s daughter will

continue to make the Dallas, Texas area their home. Huczek’s retirement is effective immediately

and he will not be playing in the 2011 US National Championships this week in California.

 

“I’ve been presented with a great opportunity that will move my family into the next stage of our

lives,” said Huczek. “I’ve been blessed to make a living playing the sport I love, but my focus now is

on my new job. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed the last five years on the IRT with my partnership with

HEAD/Penn. I appreciate the friendships I have made within the HEAD/Penn family and hope they

will continue.”

 

Huczek’s first break through performance on the national racquetball stage happened in 1991 when

he won the 8 & Under Division at the then AARA U.S. Junior Olympics Championships. For the next

12 years Jack would move up through the age divisions, winning each championship at least twice.

While dominating the National Junior Championships, no one at the World Junior Championships

had much of a chance either. From the 10 & Under Division in 1993 through the 18 & Under Division

in 2002, Huczek was untouchable. When the rest of the world’s young racquetball players were

finally able to see Jack leave the junior ranks once turning 19, his collection of World and National

Titles would reach a staggering number of 41! Add in three collegiate titles and Jack owned the

most impressive resume the game had ever seen as he began his professional career.

 

Jack would start playing fulltime on the IRT in the fall of 2001. During his first few months, the new

rookie would take some of the top players on tour -- Carson, Maninno, Ellis, Monchik -- to four or

five games. On January 27, 2002 in Boston, Huczek would reach his first professional final. He

would go up against another racquetball legend in Cliff Swain and on his home turf. On that winter

day more than a decade ago, Jack won his first of 29 tournament victories on the IRT. For the next

10 years Jack would remain ranked among the Top Five players in the World. At the end of the

2006-2007 season, he reached the top of that list capturing the coveted No. 1 spot on the IRT Year

End Rankings. Yet again, Jack Huczek was at the top of the racquetball world.

 

"Although we are sad to be losing Jack from the full time ranks of the IRT and the HEAD/Penn staff

we are thrilled for him and his family as he embarks on this exciting new chapter in his life. For the

past five years we have enjoyed our partnership with Jack and witnessed his steady climb to the

top of the sport,” said Doug Ganim, HEAD/Penn National Indoor Promotions Manager. “I have

personally known Jack since he was 12 years old and have never met a harder working and

determined individual. I have no doubt that he will conquer the corporate world just as he has done
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in racquetball."

 

 

Jack Huczek’s Racquetball Career Accomplishments:

 

Professional

Spent 10 consecutive years in the Top 5 of IRT Rankings

No. 1 ranked player in the world after 2006-2007 season

 

Won first IRT event on January 27, 2001 – At the age of 19 / 6th youngest in history

Won 29 IRT Tier 1/Grand Slam events

Reached the finals in 63 of the 126 events entered

 

22  World Championships

International Racquetball Federation’s (IRF) World Champion (Men’s Singles) – 2002, 2004, 2006

Pan American Games Champion (Men’s Singles) – 2003, 2005

World Games (Men’s Singles) – 2009

IRF World Junior Champion (18 & Under Singles) – 2001, 2002

IRF World Junior Champion (16 & Under Singles) – 1999, 2000

IRF World Junior Champion (14 & Under Singles) - 1997, 1998

IRF World Junior Champion (12 & Under Singles) – 1995, 1996

IRF World Junior Champion (10 & Under Singles) - 1993, 1994

IRF World Junior Champion (8 & Under Singles) – 1992

IRF World Junior Champion (18 & Under Boy’s Doubles) - 2001, 2002

IRF World Junior Champion (16 & Under Boy’s Doubles) – 1999

IRF World Junior Champion (14 & Under Boy’s Doubles) – 1998

IRF World Junior Champion (12 & Under Boy’s Doubles) – 1995

 

42 National Championships

US National Adult Singles Champion (Men’s Open/US Team Qualification) – 2001, 2004, 2005, 2009

US National Adult Doubles Champion (Men’s Open/US Team Qualification)  – 2004, 2005, 2006,

2009, 2010, 2011

US OPEN Racquetball Championships (Men’s Open Singles) – 1999, 2000, 2001

US National High School Champion (Boy’s Singles) – 2000, 2001

US National Collegiate Champion (Men’s Singles) 2002, 2003, 2004

US National Adult Singles Champion (24 & Under Men’s Singles) - 1999

US National Junior Champion (18 & Under Boy’s Singles) – 2002, 2001, 2000

US National Junior Champion (16 & Under Boy’s Singles) – 2000, 1999

US National Junior Champion (14 & Under Boy’s Singles) – 1998, 1997

US National Junior Champion (12 & Under Boy’s Singles) – 1996, 1995

US National Junior Champion (10 & Under Boy’s Singles) – 1994, 1993

US National Junior Champion (8 & Under Boy’s Singles) – 1992, 1991

US National Junior Champion (18 & Under Boy’s Doubles) – 2002

US National Junior Champion (16 & Under Boy’s Doubles) – 1998

US National Junior Champion (12 & Under Boy’s Doubles) – 1996, 1995

US National Junior Champion (10 & Under Boy’s Doubles) – 1993

US National Junior Champion (18 & Under Mixed Doubles) – 2001

US National Junior Champion (16 & Under Mixed Doubles) – 1999

US National Junior Champion (14 & Under Mixed Doubles) – 1998

US National Junior Champion (12 & Under Mixed Doubles) – 1995, 1996

 

ABOUT HEAD: HEAD NV is a leading global manufacturer and marketer of premium branded

sports equipment. HEAD NV’s ordinary shares are listed on the Vienna Stock Exchange

(“HEAD”).Our business is organized into four divisions: Winter Sports, Racquet Sports, Diving and

Licensing.  We sell products under the HEAD (tennis, squash, paddle and racquetball racquets,

tennis balls, tennis footwear, badminton products, alpine skis, ski bindings and ski boots,

protection, snowboards, bindings and boots), Penn (tennis and racquetball balls), Tyrolia (ski

bindings), and Mares/Dacor (diving equipment) brands. We hold leading positions in all of ourChat (54)
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product markets and our products are endorsed by some of the world’s top athletes including

Novak Djokovic, Andrew Murray, Robin Soderling, Gilles Simon, Stanislas Wawrinka, Richard

Gasquet, Ivan Ljubicic, Svetlana Kuznetsova, Victoria Azarenka, Alize Cornet, Patty Schnyder,

Amelie Mauresmo, Zhou Mi, Karim Darwish, Jack Huczek, Bode Miller, Didier Cuche, Marco Büchel,

Patrick Staudacher, Rainer Schönfelder, Markus Larsson, Lindsey Vonn, Anja Paerson, Maria Riesch,

Elisabeth Görgl, Sarka Zahrobska and Jon Olsson.

 

Media contact:

Allison Barnett

602-447-2324

abarnett@us.head.com
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Scott Fauque likes this.

Scott Fauque Well written. Thanks to all and best of luck to Jack.

9 hours ago

Ed Arias Stellar career and always appreciated Jack as a player

and person ... as being one of his loudest fans. btw .. I believe

Jack's first tour win was in Jan27 .. 2002 Best of luck to Jack and

his family.

about an hour ago
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