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2007-2011 BASIC AGREEMENT

This Agreement, effective December 20, 2006, is between the 30
Major League Clubs and the Major League Baseball Players Associa-
tion (hereinafter referred to as the “Players Association” or the “Asso-
ciation”).

In making this Agreement the Association represents that it contracts
for and on behalf of the Major League Baseball Players and individu-
als who may become Major League Baseball Players during the term
of this Agreement, and the Clubs represent that they contract for and
on behalf of themselves, any additional Clubs which may become
members of the Major Leagues and the successors thereof.

ARTICLE I—Intent and Purpose

The intent and purpose of the Clubs and the Association (hereinafter
“the Parties”) in entering into this Agreement is to set forth their agree-
ment on certain terms and conditions of employment of all Major
League Baseball Players for the duration of this Agreement. Each of
the Parties acknowledges the rights and responsibilities of the other
Party and agrees to discharge its responsibilities under this Agreement.

ARTICLE II—Recognition

The Clubs recognize the Association as the sole and exclusive collec-
tive bargaining agent for all Major League Players, and individuals
who may become Major League Players during the term of this Agree-
ment, with regard to all terms and conditions of employment, provid-
ed that an individual Player shall be entitled to negotiate in accordance
with the provisions set forth in this Agreement (1) an individual salary
over and above the minimum requirements established by this Agree-
ment and (2) Special Covenants to be included in an individual Uni-
form Player’s Contract, which actually or potentially provide
additional benefits to the Player.

ARTICLE III—Uniform Player’s Contract

The form of the Uniform Player’s Contract between a Club and a Play-
er is attached hereto as Schedule A, which is incorporated herein by
reference and made a part hereof.



During the term of this Agreement, no other form of Uniform Player’s
Contract will be utilized. Should the provisions of any Contract
between any individual Player and any of the Clubs be inconsistent
with the terms of this Agreement, the provisions of this Agreement
shall govern. Subject to the limitations set forth in Article IV below,
nothing herein contained shall limit the right of any Club and Player to
enter into Special Covenants in the space provided in a manner not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Agreement. The termination of
this Agreement shall not impair, limit or terminate the rights and duties
of any Club or Player under any Contract between any individual Play-
er and any of the Clubs.

ARTICLE IV—Negotiation and Approval of Contracts

A Player, if he so desires, may designate an agent to conduct on
his behalf, or to assist him in, the negotiation of an individual salary
and/or Special Covenants to be included in his Uniform Player’s Con-
tract with any Club, provided such agent has been certified to the
Clubs by the Association as authorized to act as a Player Agent for
such purposes.

The Association shall provide the Office of the Commissioner with a
comprehensive list of the certified Player Agent(s) whom each Player
has designated to act on his behalf for the purposes described in this
Article IV. Further, the Association shall provide the Office of the
Commissioner with any changes to such Player Agent designations,
including the Player Agent designations of Players who have been
added to a Major League roster, on a weekly basis.

If the Association has notified the Office of the Commissioner that a
Player has designated a certified Player Agent or Agents to act on his
behalf for the purposes described in this Article I'V, no Club may nego-
tiate or attempt to negotiate an individual salary and/or Special
Covenants to be included in a Uniform Player’s Contract with any
Player Agent(s) other than such Player Agent(s).

A Club may require a Player’s physical presence only once during con-
tract negotiations. This limitation shall not apply to telephone confer-
ence calls, at reasonable times, with a Player and his certified Player
Agent. A Player required to be physically present during negotiations



shall be entitled to be paid by the Club for round-trip first-class trans-
portation and first-class hotel costs.

Upon execution of a Uniform Player’s Contract by the Club and Play-
er, the Club promptly shall submit the Contract, in duplicate, to the
Commissioner for approval. Within 20 days of receipt, the Commis-
sioner shall approve or disapprove the Contract (with notice to the
Association), or provide the Association with a written explanation of
why the Contract has not been approved. This period is extended to 30
days if a Contract is received by the Commissioner between February
15 and April 15. Within ten days after the Commissioner is to provide
an explanation of why a Contract has not been approved, the Commis-
sioner shall approve or disapprove the Contract. (See Attachment 1.)
Any Grievance challenging the Commissioner’s conduct under this
Article shall be handled by the Parties on an expedited basis with
documents being exchanged within 10 days of the filing of the Griev-
ance, a hearing commencing within 15 days of the filing of the Griev-
ance and the Panel issuing an Award (with an opinion to follow, if
necessary) no later than 15 days following the commencement of the
hearing.

ARTICLE V—Scheduling
A. Length of Season

During the term of this Agreement, each Club shall be scheduled to
play 162 games during each championship season. A championship
season will not be scheduled over a period of less than 178 days or
more than 183 days. If, however, any Club’s championship season is
scheduled to open with a game played outside of the United States and
Canada, and the scheduling of such a game causes the championship
season for those Clubs to be scheduled over a period of more than 183
days (an “International Opener”), then the championship season for all
other Clubs shall commence on the date of the first regularly scheduled
championship season game within the 183 days preceding the regular-
ly scheduled end of the championship season. (See Article VI(C) and
Article XV(J)(6), below.)

Following completion of each championship season, eight Clubs shall
engage in best of five (seven if the Division Series is expanded) Divi-
sion Series. (See Attachment 25.) The winners of the Division Series



in each League shall then engage in a best of seven League Champi-
onship Series, and the winners of the two League Championship Series
shall engage in a best of seven World Series. If during the term of this
Agreement the format of the Division Series, the League Champi-
onship Series or the World Series is proposed to be changed, the Clubs
shall give the Association notice thereof and shall negotiate the pro-
posed change with the Association; provided, however, that if during
the term of this Agreement the Division Series is proposed to be
changed to the best of seven games, the Clubs shall give the Associa-
tion notice thereof and shall negotiate with the Association but the
Clubs shall not be required to negotiate with the Association over con-
tributions to the Players’ pool beyond those specified in Article X. Any
failure to play the Division Series, the League Championship Series or
the World Series, in whole or in part, by reason of causes beyond the
control of the Clubs, shall not constitute a change in the format of such
Series or a breach of this Agreement.

During any negotiations between the Parties on the subject of a renew-
al of or successor to this Agreement, the Clubs agree that any propos-
al made by the Association to reduce the number of championship
season games shall not be resisted on the ground of commitments
made by the Clubs in local television and radio contracts. However,
nothing herein shall interfere with or limit the right of the Clubs to
resist such proposal on any other ground or the right of either Party to
take any other position in future negotiations on this or any other prop-
er subject for collective bargaining.

B. Championship Schedules

On or before July 1st of each year, copies of the tentative champi-
onship schedules of the Major Leagues for the next ensuing season
shall be submitted to the Association for review. The Association shall
complete its review not later than October 15th.

C. Additional Scheduling Agreements

(1) Split doubleheaders shall not be scheduled in the original
schedule. Provided that neither of the Clubs involved in the pro-
posed rescheduled game already has played or has been rescheduled



to play a total of two split doubleheaders in that championship
season:

(a) each Club shall have the right to reschedule any postponed
game as a split doubleheader when ticket sales for the game at the
time of postponement exceed, in any respect, the number of com-
parable tickets available to be exchanged by the Club for the bal-
ance of the championship season, and both the postponed and
rescheduled game occur in the last regularly scheduled series
between the two Clubs at the Club’s park; and

(b) when there is no practical alternative to doing so, the
Boston Red Sox and Chicago Cubs shall have the right to
reschedule a postponed game as a split doubleheader to be played
in, respectively, Fenway Park and Wrigley Field, even if the cri-
teria set out in subparagraph (a) above are not met. Scheduling a
postponed game as part of a conventional doubleheader will not
be considered a practical alternative.

The Association shall have the exclusive right to approve the addi-
tional rescheduling of postponed games as split doubleheaders in
circumstances that are not automatically permitted by subparagraph
(a) or (b) above.

(2) One-day stands will not be scheduled except as “openers” or
doubleheaders to be followed by an open day. A game will not be
rescheduled as a one-game stand except as required to complete the
championship schedule.

(3) During the championship season, no Club shall be scheduled
to play an exhibition game other than the Hall of Fame Game. No
Club shall be scheduled to play in more than one Hall of Fame
Game during the term of this Agreement. For purposes of this para-
graph (3), a spring training exhibition game that is scheduled to
commence at least three hours before the start of the first champi-
onship season game shall not be considered played “during the
championship season.”

(4) The following shall apply to the scheduling or rescheduling
of games prior to day doubleheaders:

(a) a game will not be scheduled to start after 5 P.M. if either
Club is scheduled to play a day doubleheader the next day;



(b) a game will not be rescheduled to start after 5 PM. if
either Club is scheduled to play a day doubleheader the next day
unless such rescheduling is necessary to complete the champi-
onship schedule.

(5) Day games shall not be scheduled or (unless necessary to
complete the championship schedule) rescheduled to start before 1
PM., except as provided in paragraph (6) below, and except that
such games may be scheduled or rescheduled to start between Noon
and 1 PM., if each Club meets one of the following two conditions:

(a) if an off-day occurred the previous day; or

(b) if a game were played in the same city within the previous
24 hours.

Day games may be scheduled or rescheduled to start between Noon
and 1 P.M. on holidays if each Club meets one of the above condi-
tions or if an afternoon game starting not later than 5 P.M. or a dou-
bleheader starting not later than 1:30 P.M. was played in another
city the previous day and the travel time required in-flight is 1'%
hours or less.

(6) With the approval of the Commissioner, not more than 4
games per League per year may be scheduled or rescheduled to start
between 10:30 A.M. and Noon, if, with respect to both Clubs, the
conditions stated in paragraph (5) above with respect to scheduling
and rescheduling of day games between Noon and 1 P.M. are met.

(7) No Club shall be scheduled to play a game starting after 5
P.M. if such game is a road game and is followed by a home off-day,
unless:

(a) a later game is required to be scheduled pursuant to a
national television agreement; or

(b) the road Club is playing at Texas or Florida on or after
June 1.

In addition, the Players Association shall grant one additional
exception only to a Club that is limited by its stadium lease agree-
ment or a governmental regulation, in the number of day games it
may play, and only after the Club has applied for and has been
denied a waiver by its lessor or the local governmental authority.



Other getaway games shall not be scheduled or rescheduled to start
later than 5 P.M. if either Club is required to travel for a day game,
scheduled the next day, between cities in which the in-flight time is
more than 1%2 hours. In each season, the championship season
schedule may contain six exceptions to the rule in the immediately
preceding sentence provided that the traveling Club is traveling to
Chicago to play the Cubs and the in-flight time does not exceed 2Y2
hours.

(8) To the extent reasonably practicable, open days shall be non-
travel days, except as permitted in paragraph (9), below.

(9) An open day shall be scheduled for or following travel from
cities in the Pacific time zone to cities in the Eastern time zone
except that the Commissioner may schedule not more than seven (7)
games per championship season in each League with a starting time
after 7 PM. in the Eastern time zone which include a Club that the
day before played a game scheduled to start prior to 5 P.M. in the
Pacific time zone. In any championship season, however, no Club
may be scheduled to play more than one (1) game in the Eastern
time zone the day after it has played a game in the Pacific time zone.

(10) No Club shall be scheduled, or rescheduled if practicable, to
play more than 20 consecutive dates without an open day, or 21 con-
secutive dates if necessary to accommodate the Hall of Fame Game.
A rained-out game may be rescheduled to an open date in the same
series, or to an open date at the end of the same series, if (a) the open
date is a road off-day for the visiting Club, and (b) the rescheduling
does not result in the home team playing more than 24 consecutive
dates without an open day, or 25 consecutive dates if necessary to
accommodate the Hall of Fame Game.

(11) Commencing with its second scheduled championship sea-
son game, a Club shall not be scheduled for more than two open
days in any seven-day period. No Club may be scheduled to have
more than ten open days prior to the All-Star Game. For purposes of
this Article V(C)(11), a Club will not be credited with an open day
for any day of the championship season that precedes the Club’s
first scheduled game.

(12) Home games which are scheduled or rescheduled away
from the park of the home Club shall be considered road games for



the purposes of Players’ meal and tip allowances, hotel accommo-
dations and transportation.

(13) Doubleheaders shall not be scheduled on consecutive dates
in the original schedule.

(14) Twi-night doubleheaders will be limited in the original
schedule to three per home Club per season. A twi-night double-
header will not be scheduled on a getaway day.

(15) Only postponed, suspended and tied games shall be
rescheduled, except as may be required to accommodate network
television commitments or to comply with stadium leases, in any of
which events the rescheduling rules set forth in this Article V shall
apply; provided, however, that any game may be rescheduled for
any reason if as rescheduled it conforms to the rules governing the
original schedule.

(16) Club championship season games shall not be played dur-
ing the All-Star break. Further, any workout scheduled by a Club for
the day following the All-Star Game shall be voluntary. No game on
the Sunday night prior to the All-Star Game shall be played in a
location more than one time zone from the location of that year’s
All-Star Game and no Club shall be scheduled to play the Sunday
night prior to the All-Star Game more than once during the term of
this Agreement, except as shall be necessary to fulfill existing con-
tractual or promotional commitments to ESPN; provided further,
however, that in no circumstance shall a Club be required to play in
two consecutive years in such game, or be required to play more
than twice during the term of this Agreement.

(17) With respect to the rescheduling of any game, except for
games rescheduled as split doubleheaders as set forth in Section
C(1), any scheduling or rescheduling rule set forth in this Article V
may be waived by the secret ballot vote of a majority of the Players
on the Club(s) that would be in violation of the rule. Separate votes
shall be required with regard to each game for which a waiver is
sought. A waiver granted pursuant to this provision, as well as a
waiver granted by the Association pursuant to Section C(1), shall
not constitute a precedent with regard to future waiver requests.
With respect to the rescheduling of any such game, and all games
rescheduled pursuant to Section C(1), the Club(s) shall consult with



the Association concerning the actual date and time of such resched-
uled game. The Club(s) shall use best efforts to notify the Associa-
tion in advance of notifying the Players on the Club(s) affected.

D. Interleague Play

Each Club may be scheduled to play up to 18 Interleague games dur-
ing each championship season. In each Interleague game at an Ameri-
can League park, the Designated Hitter shall be used; at each
Interleague game at a National League park, the Designated Hitter
shall not be used.

ARTICLE VI—Salaries

Individual Player salaries shall be those as agreed upon between a
Player and a Club, as evidenced by the execution of a Uniform Play-
er’s Contract, subject to the following:

A. Definition of Salary

The term “salary” for the purposes of interpretation and application of
the maximum salary cut, contract tender, signing and renewal rules
shall be determined by applying the following principles:

(1) Multi-year contract providing for current salary only (no up-
front payment or deferred compensation)

(a) If the annual salary payment schedule satisfies the maxi-
mum salary cut rule, the salary specified for the last year of the
contract shall be the base for applying the maximum salary cut
rule to the year following the expiration of the contract.

(b) If the annual salary payment schedule does not satisfy the
maximum salary cut rule, that rule shall not be applicable during
the term of the contract and the aggregate salary payment pro-
vided by the contract shall be averaged and the average annual
salary shall be the base for applying the maximum salary cut rule
to the year following the contract’s expiration.



(2) Multi-year contract including up-front payments and/or
deferred compensation which are specifically allocated to one or
more years of the contract

Treat as in (1) above with the allocated up-front or deferred
amounts included as specified as part of the salary for each year.

(3) Multi-year contract including up-front payments and/or
deferred compensation which are not specifically allocated fo cer-
tain years of the contract

Average the aggregate of such payments, include th